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 Councillors Campaign for Changes to Unfair 
Government Taxes and Benefit Rules 

 

Whitley  councillors have been campaigning for the Government to pause the 
implementation of Universal Credit and to scrap the Bedroom Tax. Over the past 
few weeks they have been joined by local Labour members, the Labour MP for 
Reading East and the former MP for Reading West. The Labour team has passed a 
petition with over 1300 signatures to scrap the Bedroom Tax to the Tory MP for 
Reading West. 
 

Universal Credit has caused problems and real financial hardship for thousands of 
people, including those who are working. Many  have had to wait weeks for 
payments to which they are entitled. The Government’s implementation of the 
scheme has been unfair, uncaring and 
incompetent.  
 

The Bedroom Tax cuts Housing Benefit for 
people on low incomes who have a spare 
bedroom. It is particularly hard on elderly 
people living alone after losing their 
husband or wife, who need a room for 
family to stay when they visit them, and 
on disabled people who need a carer to 
stay overnight to help them. 
 

Whitley councillor Rachel Eden says, 
“When Jeremy Corbyn visited Whitley  
 he heard directly about the impact of the 
Bedroom Tax.  It is causing real hardship 
and it is high time it was  scrapped.” 
 

“The Tory MP for Reading  West  is the 
Housing Minister. He needs to take 
responsibility for this.” Printed by InstantPrint, Unit A Brookfields Park, Manvers , Rotherham, S63 5DR.  
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Rachel Eden and Jeremy Corbyn  
listening to the concerns of a resident  

in Swallowfield Drive. 

In and Around Whitley 
A33 

The road works on the A33 were part of a £10 million programme in south Reading, 
funded by the Berkshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP), aimed at speeding up  
access to the town centre by using direct bus links in a Mass Rapid Transport 
system. The works have been frustrating but will ease congestion in the longer 
term. More works are planned in Town to speed up travel to and from the centre. 

Worton Grange 
Development of the site at Worton Grange, off Imperial way, for new homes, a 
hotel, car showrooms, pub restaurant and shops is now well advanced. 

Madejski Stadium 
Planning permission was granted in April for a convention centre and ice rink, 
restaurants and leisure facilities, building new homes, and a new community area 
at the centre of the development but work has not been started yet. 

Green Park Station  
A new station at Green Park has been fully funded by developer contributions and 
regional funding and it is now scheduled for May 2019. There is a requirement that 
an extra diesel train is supplied to the Reading-Basingstoke line prior to 
electrification. 
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Government cuts Reading’s funding  
Effects of the Government’s Budget 

Community Centre Works…… 

Volunters, community workers 
and builders with  

Cllr. Rachel Eden at  
South Reading Community 

Centre. 

Work has started on the refurbishment of 
South Reading Community Centre to provide a 
library, children’s centre, nursery, meeting 
rooms, community café, youth centre and 
outdoor play area all in one place. 
 

A steering group, including representatives 
from the community, planned the design  and 
Whitley Community Development Association 
has provided some of the funding for 
improvements, working with the council. 
 

The community café and children’s centre will 
stay open but some meeting rooms are 
temporarily not available for hire. Whitley 
councillors  are working to ensure the work is 
done as smoothly as possible. 



“Standing Up For Whitley All Year, Every Year” 

 How to get in touch with us 
We hold  councillors’ surgeries on the first Saturday of every month at 

the Community Café,  
South Reading Community Centre, 252 Northumberland Avenue. 

 

You can call or email us at 
Rachel Eden Tel: 07914 211828. rachel.eden@reading.gov.uk  

 Kelly Edwards Tel: 07855 078052. kelly.edwards@reading.gov.uk 
Emmett McKenna Tel: 07795 088106. emmett.mckenna@reading.gov.uk   

 

You can write to us at:   
Cllr. Rachel Eden, Reading Borough Council, Civic Offices, Bridge Street, 

Reading RG1 2LU. 

Housing…… 
Reading Council is currently building 57 council homes and is in the process of 
providing 28 new temporary homes. It was planning a programme of 1000 new 
homes but this was restricted by the Government. There was an announcement in 
the Budget that councils can bid for permission to build more homes but there have 
been no details yet.  
 

Recent Government changes to the planning rules have meant that it has not been 
possible to get the number of affordable homes  that is needed on development 
sites. The council has been lobbying the government to change the planning rules 
to allow councils to insist on more affordable housing but so far it has not listened. 
 

Whitley councillor Kelly Edwards says,  
 

“Whitley councillors want more homes with the 
right infrastructure.  We don’t know yet how 
many more council homes the Government will 
allow the council to build following the Budget.” 
 

“ However, although the it is making a lot of 
noise about its new house building targets, until 
the Government makes it easier for councils to 
build and really supports more affordable 
housing the current crisis will continue to get 
worse.” 
 

Meanwhile, many young people simply can’t afford to buy at current house prices, 
forcing them to rent which continues to push up rents for everyone. 

Kelly Edwards at Worton Grange 

Government Cuts To Reading’s Funding 
Government cuts to Reading council since 2010 have been massive. By 2020 the 
cuts will total nearly £56m annually and Reading services will receive only £2m 
each year. No allowance has been made for inflation or growth in demand, such as 
the need to care for more elderly people, meet the education and social needs of 
more children and empty more bins. 
 

Because of this, since 2010 the council has had to make on-going annual savings of 
£70m on its budget and will have to make further savings of £42m over the next 
two years. 

Viewpoint 
By your local Labour councillors  

The November Budget was a major cause for concern. It did little to tackle the real 
problems that we face. The low forecast for economic growth announced by the 
Chancellor means that living standards could  continue to be held back for years to 
come.  
 

The Government’s  housing target of 300,000 homes a year won’t be in place until 
2025.  We need houses that people can afford much sooner. Councils could play a 
big part in this if the Government would allow them to.  Many believe that the 
abolition of stamp duty on houses under £300,000 will push up house prices.  
 

We are disappointed that there was no extra money allocated to fund care for  
elderly and disabled people –which will mean a squeeze on other local services: 
meanwhile £3 billion extra was allocated to deal with the impact of Brexit. 
 

You can let us know what you think on Facebook /WhitleyLabour or at the 
addresses below. 

 

            Rachel Eden   Kelly Edwards    Emmett McKenna 
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